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We are your partners: Rostock Business

Hanseatic city of Rostock

Rostock is the gateway to the Baltic Sea region - 

one of the most economically ascendant regions in 

Europe. Here, the strategic axes of Copenhagen-

Berlin and Hamburg-Stettin cross. Here is the hub 

between Scandinavia, Russia and the Baltic states 

as well as Southern Europe via the Scandinavian-

Adriatic Corridor. Here, there is intensive research in 

maritime technologies, bio and medical technology 

and the health industry.

Here, economic parameters and quality of life are 

what count - for more than 200,000 inhabitants, 

almost 15,000 companies an around 1.5 million 

guests each year. Rostock offers ideal conditions 

for your company - and we will support you.

Our commitment is your success.

Rostock Business and Technology

Development GmbH

Where is Rostock?
   In just the right
     place for you!



Your green wave
            on the               
       Baltic Sea

Rostock Holzhalbinsel Peninsular | Dynamic new-build area with premium apartments and offi ces

» The Hanseatic city of Rostock is the economic centre 

of north-eastern Germany. In addition to numerous natural and 

structural advantages, the professional work of our economic 

promoter, Rostock Business, contributes to the area in collaboration 

with the administration and its partners. Here you have an excellent 

opportunity to combine work and free time. Short distances, 

active networks and a lively environment with open-minded 

people will welcome you. «

Roland Methling

Lord Mayor of the Hanseatic city of Rostock

03  Rostock as a commercial location

Hub Rostock

Rostock is the centre point of Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern - precisely where the axes of the Berlin-

Copenhagen and Hamburg-Stettin routes meet. With

a modern sea port, airport and excellent transport

connections, Rostock is a multi-mode transport hub. 

From here, rapid and above all short routes are

guaranteed, whether to the markets in Scandinavia or in 

Eastern, Western and Southern Europe. The central

location enables low forwarding and distribution costs, 

making the international hub a highly attractive com-

mercial location. Our Hanseatic city is the services, trade 

fair and congress centre for the state. Almost 80 per cent 

of all new businesses settling in the state in recent years 

have been in the Rostock region. Added to this is the 

ever-growing national and international tourism industry, 

which is a signifi cant economic power in the region.

Warnemünde Lighthouse | A symbol of Rostock

HanseMesse Rostock | The state trade fair centre

Rostock-Laage Airport | Arrival point for business and tourist fl ights

Rostock Sea Port | Most important terminal on the Baltic Sea
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Rostock offers quality of life.

A Baltic Sea city with Hanseatic spirit, inexhaustible 

leisure opportunities in culture and nature, open-

minded people - this is Rostock. No other region in 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern has seen such enormous 

population growth. A high quality of life, an 

excellent university and superb job prospects - 

these are the reasons why more and more people 

are choosing a life in the Hanseatic city.

Current city rankings refl ect the positive values 

and the dynamic development of our city. Income 

taxable capacities and job provision are increasing 

steadily, the care rate for children under the age 

of three is over 56 per cent and almost 14 per cent 

of all employees liable for social security payments 

have completed university studies – all these

statistics are above average.

Hanseatic city of Rostock | Brick gothic and Hanseatic town houses

Rostock Performance Hall | artists: Björn Dahlem, Courtesy Sies + Höke, 

Düsseldorf; Galerie W. Baudach, Berlin

University of Rostock | The oldest university in the Baltic Sea region

Warnemünde Baltic Sea bathing | Clean water and vast beaches

Rostock location factors  06

Hohe Düne Marina Residence | Spa hotel and congress centre on Rostock’s Baltic Sea coast

» Eurawasser is trading as a partner to the local economy.

We are committed to ecological and social matters for the region

of Rostock and for our employees. Safeguarding employment, 

environmental issues and family policies are important issues for us. 

Through these we ensure quality of life for future generations. We 

stand for the same values; such as the economic promotion of the city 

of Rostock. We are committed to a climate of promoting investment 

in connection with sustainable development. «

Gesine Strohmeyer

Managing Director of Eurawasser Nord GmbH

     Hanseatic
             spirit and               
     maritime flair
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   Hanse,
      harbour,
high-tech ...
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deep-water harbour with a short sea 

canal and direct connection to the 

motorway. At one of the most modern 

boatyards in Europe, Nordic Yards, 

shipbuilding concepts are developed, 

implemented and adapted for new 

business fi elds such as offshore wind 

energy. Based in Rostock, AIDA Cruises 

is a tour operator and cruise ship 

company offering fascinating holiday 

experiences worldwide.

Continual expansion of crane produc-

tion by Liebherr-MCCtec Rostock is 

making the location the worldwide 

centre for the maritime division of 

Liebherr. And in Rostock’s large pipe 

works, which has direct access to the 

dockyard, EEW Special Pipe Construc-

tions GmbH produces giant pipes for 

the offshore industry.

Rostock has the longest 
pipes!

Navigation, shipbuilding and the port 

have traditionally played a starring 

role in the harbour city of Rostock. 

Innovative cruise ship companies and 

boatyards, supplier companies and 

development service providers as well 

as research networks characterise the 

maritime economy in the region. 

The port is the centre for a wide variety 

of companies from the maritime 

sector, all of which benefi t from a 

BorWin beta is the second of three offshore
converter platforms built by Nordic Yards and 
commissioned by Siemens.

EEW Special Pipe Constructions GmbH produces 

pipelines for the offshore industry

  
 Maritime economy

» With entry into the offshore wind 

energy market, Nordic Yards is currently

producing three offshore converter 

platforms that will be used for wind farms 

in the North Sea. These “sockets at sea” 

achieve dimensions of 80 m in height, 

82 m in length and 56 m in width, and at 

approx. 16,000 tons weigh as much as 

25 Airbus 380-type aeroplanes. Our 

location in Rostock forms the basis for the 

development of our offshore activities. «
Dr. Vitaly Yusufov

Managing Director

of Nordic Yards

» At the Rostock location of Diehl 

Aerospace 30, committed, qualified

employees stand for expertise in the

development of premium avionics and 

cabin systems. The local university

facilities and the research infrastructure 

of the University of Rostock are important 

partners here for the recruiting of

employees and/or in the further

development of our products. «

Christoph Pieper

Development Centre Manager

Diehl-Aerospace GmbH, Rostock

» Within the BIOTRONIK Group, 

CORTRONIK is the centre of excellence for 

metal and is responsible for the develop-

ment and production of stents. We aim 

to explore the furthest reaches of what 

is technologically possible to develop 

implants that are unique. At the Rostock 

location we appreciate above all the short 

distances to research facilities, universities 

and political decision-makers. «

Dr. Carsten Momma

Managing Director

Cortronik GmbH
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Rostock - from tradition 
to the heavens!

Air and space travel have a long

tradition here in the north-east. 

Cutting-edge technologies, such as 

the fi rst jet engine and the liquid-

fuelled rocket drive, were developed in 

the region. Its modern university,

a variety of scientifi c facilities and 

technology-oriented companies 

provide the Hanseatic city of Rostock 

with the best prerequisites for the 

development and implementation 

of innovative solutions in air and 

space travel. The direct transfer of 

knowledge between manufacturer 

and researcher is a signifi cant factor 

in the success of products offered on 

the world markets for air and space 

travel: synergy that pays off for all 

participants. In Rostock, highly qua-

lifi ed engineers and technicians par-

ticipate directly in the development, 

construction and documentation of 

Airbus products. The direct harbour 

connection forms a useful prerequisi-

te for the production of large-volume 

parts and the Rostock-Laage airport 

offers the infrastructure for 24/7 

handling.

For small things, Rostock 
is the greatest!

Interdisciplinary research, together 

with two Fraunhofer institutes, the 

Max Planck Institute for Demographic 

Research, the Leibniz Institutes and 

the Research Institute for the Biology 

of Agricultural Livestock create in the 

university city of Rostock an excellent 

research environment in the fi eld of 

life science.

Start-up companies from Rostock have 

developed successfully into market 

leaders. DOT GmbH, a complete

provider of coatings for orthopaedic

and dental implants, Cortronik 

GmbH, producer of stents, Centogene 

AG, one of the leading laboratories 

for diagnostics in the fi eld of rare 

congenital diseases, the medical 

systems solutions provider Oehm & 

Rehbein, a university foundation with 

more than 20 years of company histo-

ry and Bioserv GmbH, a specialist in 

the fi eld of aphaeresis technology are 

examples of medium-sized companies 

that appreciate the proximity to medical 

research, the potential for qualifi ed 

employees and the high quality of life 

in the “health region”.

A320.CEET built by RST Rostock System-Technik 
GmbH as a training device for air crew

Self-expanding BIOTRONIK stent “Pulsar 18” 
for peripheral applications

  
 Air and space travel

  
 Life Science



» The almost 800-year-old Hanseatic 

and harbour city of Rostock is captivating 

with its favourable location in the heart 

of Europe and perfect connections to the 

transport carriers of rail, road, air and

water. Excellently equipped service 

providers such as the freight and fishing 

harbour and the “Vorteil Kaikante” offer 

companies in Rostock the best conditions 

for their businesses and cross-border 

goods transport. «
Daniele Priebe

Managing Director of Rostock Fracht- und

Fischereihafen GmbH
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The ultra-modern superstructure 

and infrastructure are united with 

the rail and road freight terminal, 

facilities for grain, coal, fertiliser 

and cement transhipment including 

refrigerated warehouses and mobile 

cranes for general cargo, providing 

around the clock services.

With its central location and direct 

access to the motorway, sea port and 

its 24-hour operation, the Rostock-

Laage airport is the perfect place 

for airlines and freight forwarders.

With 180 ocean liner departures 

annually, Rostock-Warnemünde is 

Germany’s favourite destination for 

cruise ship tourists from all over the 

world and can be found in the route 

planners of 24 international cruise 

ship companies. 

In Rostock we love to 
cruise!

With modern ports, an airport and 

excellent motorway and rail

connections, Rostock is a multi-modal 

transport hub with guaranteed short 

routes. Rostock boasts the only Ger-

man deep-water and universal har-

bour on the Baltic Sea. The protected 

location and easy access make the sea 

port and/or the freight and fi shing 

terminal an ideal location for freight 

and ferry shipping.

Careers on board an AIDA cruise ship

  
 Logistics

Rostock Sea Port - the only German deep-water and 

universal harbour on the Baltic Sea

   ... Sector variety
                 at the
Rostock location

» In particular the offshore wind farm 

projects in Northern and Western Europe 

require the manufacture of very large 

foundation structures. These challenges 

are overcome in Rostock’s port. Through 

very high levels of productivity we balance 

the location drawbacks for projects in the 

North Sea. Helping us here are the good 

infrastructure of the sea port and the very 

broad range of services. «

Heiko Mützelburg

Managing Director

EEW Special Pipe Constructions GmbH

» Since the founding of our location in 

1998, we have been developing sector-

specific and customer-oriented software 

systems in Rostock. Likewise since 1998, 

we have trained specialist computer 

scientists for application developments 

and have been awarded the title “Top 

Training Company” by the IHK in Rostock 

for the 5th year in a row. In the future, 

we are confident of finding excellent and 

committed staff in Rostock. «
Andreas Sandberg

Branch Manager for arvato Systems

Technologies GmbH
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Uncommunicative North 
Germans in Rostock?
Not likely!

With more than 25 service centres, 

Rostock has a large number of 

premium service providers in tele-

phone and direct marketing. This 

includes a wide variety of advice-

intensive inbound and outbound 

communication service providers, such 

as complete reservation centres and 

international communication centres. 

Furthermore, with its broad spectrum 

of subjects and research at the Faculty 

for Computer Science and Electrical 

Engineering, the University of Rostock 

is an ideal partner for recruitment 

and innovation for companies in the 

IT sector. Excellently constructed 

infrastructure, fl exible, qualifi ed and 

committed employees, accent-free 

High German, a competitive salary 

level, premium commercial properties 

and attractive offi ce spaces - all this 

offers excellent settlement conditions 

and future development potential for 

companies from the IT and service sec-

tors. In addition, strong networks such 

as the telemarketing and IT initiatives 

support local collaboration and sector 

development.

The biggest sockets come 
from Rostock!

Offshore and onshore wind energy is 

one of the defi ning themes of economic 

development in the region. In the last 

two years, the number of employees in 

the sector has doubled. With a propor-

tion of over 45 per cent of the power 

generation in the state, wind energy is 

the most important source of energy 

for electricity. In particular, it is the 

Hanseatic city of Rostock as an economic 

centre that profi ts from this develop-

ment. Ideal resources in the region, high 

technology, wind and water as well as 

the long tradition of shipbuilding and 

plant construction are drawing increa-

sing numbers of wind energy companies 

to the state. Here in 2006, the fi rst off-

shore wind energy plant in Germany 

was constructed as well as the fi rst 

commercial offshore wind farm. The 

Rostock port offers good conditions for 

the export of large-volume onshore and 

offshore wind energy components.

The Wind Energy Network e. V. – the 

leading network of companies in the 

north-east of Germany – highlights the 

signifi cance of the Hanseatic city as the 

centre of the wind energy industry.

Benchmark Partner GmbH – Agency for dialogue 
marketing

View of EnBW Baltic 1, Germany‘s fi rst commercial 
offshore wind farm in the Baltic Sea

  
 IT and Services

  
 Wind energy



Professor Dr. Matthias Beller

Managing Director of Leibniz Institute for Catalysis

Knowledge
          creates
     economics

Rostock University Library | More then 2.2 million volumes of knowledge

» The main aims of scientific work at the Leibniz Institute for 

Catalysis in Rostock are establishing new findings in the field of 

catalysis and their application and technical implementation.

We are the largest public research institute in the field of applied 

catalysis. Four of our seven research areas are linked particularly 

closely with the University of Rostock. Catalysis is the science of the 

acceleration of chemical processes. And connections at the Rostock 

Knowledge Base are also rapid. «

11  Rostock Knowledge Base  

Rostock is a knowledge base.

With almost 600 years of history, the University 

of Rostock is the oldest university in the Baltic Sea 

region and combines tradition and modernity 

across its four campus locations. 5,000 employees 

at the university and university hospital and 15,000 

students from 99 countries characterise the city 

scientifi cally, economically and culturally.

The University of Rostock is among the most 

founder-friendly higher education establishments 

in Germany. The regional economy has benefi tted 

from the over 800 start-up companies launched 

from the university since 1991. At the famous 

College of Music and Drama, 550 students from 

42 countries receive their artistic training.

Rostock Knowledge Base  12

College of Music and Drama | A jewel in the university landscape

Rostock thinks 365˚ | Network for science, economy, politics & culture

Teaching and research | Mechanical Engineering and Shipping Technology

Life Science | Modern research facilities at the Rostock Knowledge Base



Rostock is a technology location.

Just like the research institutes external to the 

university - inc. the Max Planck Institute, the 

Steinbeis Foundation, the Fraunhofer Societies, 

the Leibniz and Helmholtz Fellowships and the 

state and federal research departments - 

numerous technology centres and centres of 

excellence, science associations and central 

scientifi c facilities likewise offer an excellent 

research infrastructure. Rostock is the “City of the 

Young Researcher 2012” - a joint initiative of the 

Körber Foundation, the Robert Bosch Foundation 

and the Deutsche Telekom Foundation. Here, the 

most modern technologies are interwoven with 

life in the city.

Konrad-Zuse-Haus | University of Rostock Computer Science Institute

With a sea view | Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research

Rostock Sea Port | Centre of the maritime division of Liebherr

Nordic Yards | Arctic ice-breaking special tanker from the shipyard group

Rostock Technology Location    

» As a medium-sized company we have since 1990 been offering in 

our Rostock location rapid solutions for ambitious tasks in the IT sector. 

With 70 employees in the Hanseatic city, we have a perfect company 

headquarters in a listed villa together with a customised new-build. 

A competent team is our capital and in Rostock we will find committed 

staff now and into the future. In this and in all other questions of 

location, Rostock Business is always a reliable partner. «

Karl-Heinz Sandmann

Managing Director of S&N Systemhaus für Netzwerk- und Datentechnik GmbH

Innovational
  power for future
       technologies
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Stainless steel sculpture “Strömungen” by HD Schader in front of the Federal Offi ce for Shipping and 

Hydrography New Quarter on the site of the former Neptune Dock



From Rostock for Europe
 

For thirteen years, Nordex has deve-

loped and assembled wind turbines 

in Rostock. In 1999, the large mega-

watt plant and growing order books 

called for a spacious production hall. 

Rostock offered excellent infrastruc-

tural conditions: the manufacturer 

was able to take over the former 

diesel engine works and the harbour 

enabled the shipment of large com-

ponents. Two years later, Nordex 

combined its local production at the 

new rotor-blade works at GVZ. CEO 

Dr. Jürgen Zeschky: “The Rostock 

works have great signifi cance as the 

Nordex production centre for Euro-

pe.For years Europe has been our 

strongest sales region.” Recently the 

company has expanded and moder-

nised its Rostock location.

Medium-sized solution 
provider

The origins of SEAR GmbH date back 

to the year 1904. Besides the electro-

nic equipping of conventional power 

stations, the construction of substa-

tions today represents a signifi cant 

share of the business. SEAR GmbH 

is among the market leaders in the 

platforms sector for offshore wind 

farms. SEAR is also a supplier for 

automation and software systems. 

A team of 15 independent software 

developers is continually employed 

in the further development of the 

production management system 

“ISYS”. With its 170 employees, SEAR 

GmbH is furthering this positive 

development and continues to grow. 

In addition to the foundation of a 

branch in Mannheim, the headquar-

ters at the Rostock location have also 

been expanded by a new-build.

AIDA Cruises - cruising 
with a difference

Here on the Baltic Sea in 1996, AIDA 

Cruises developed a new, innovative con-

cept for holidays on the water. Instead of 

the pressure of dressing for dinner and 

fi xed seating plans, AIDA guests expe-

rience a relaxed yet stylish atmosphere 

on board. With this concept, AIDA has 

updated the classic cruise for the new 

century. Today the cruise ship company 

is delighted by its top ranking in the Ger-

man and European market. At the com-

pany headquarters in Rostock, around 

800 employees work in the departments 

for Finance, Controlling, Marketing and 

Sales, Human Resources Management, 

Operations, New-builds and Corporate 

Development, and in Hamburg at AIDA 

Entertainment GmbH. And growth 

continues: in 2016, 12 ships with the Kiss 

logo will be setting sail for destinations 

around the world.
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 Nordex

  
 SEAR GmbH

  
 AIDA Cruises

In the best of company
        in Rostock

Effi cient, innovative production: as one of the fi rst 
manufacturers in the wind energy sector, Nordex 
introduced the principle of line production.

Offshore Platform “BARD Offshore I“ AIDAluna in Rostock Warnemünde − the sixth 
ship in the AIDA fl eet
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Northerners eat well!

The Hanseatic city of Rostock is 

honest and reliable. And this is pre-

cisely how “the Rostockers” live out 

the tradition of Hanseatic merchants 

in the best sense. “Die Rostocker” is 

a traditional medium-sized company, 

whose roots at the Rostock 

location date back to the 1950s. 

Since the early 1990s, more than 

200 employees in a newly extended 

hall produce products such as Baltic 

griller, harbour liver sausage and 

dune loin ham. Their many years 

of experience, intensive market 

observation and a trusted network 

of producers and fattening farms 

guarantee the highest degree of 

quality. Numerous awards, including 

the DLG, attest to the success of 

this Rostock company.

At the heart of medium-
sized business

The forwarding and logistics company 

Heinrich Gustke lies at the heart of the 

goods transport centre in the north of 

Rostock. Around 100 HGVs from 12 to 

40 tons belong to the vehicle pool of 

the owner-managed company, which 

was founded in 1933 by the grandfa-

ther of the current Managing Director.

More than 180 people form the 

skeleton crew in Rostock and the branch 

in Güstrow, which occupies around 

70,000 m2 of storage and sales areas.

With its scheduled services, the 

company serves the Berlin wider area, 

Hamburg, Hannover, Dresden and 

Kassel. A further transport focus is 

distribution transport in Mecklen-

burg-Vorpommern. Proximity to the 

Rostock port and perfect connections 

to road and rail provided an excellent 

starting point for expansion.

Medical implant solutions 

DOT GmbH numbers among the lea-

ding providers worldwide in the fi eld 

of medical coating technologies for 

orthopaedic and dental implants and 

instruments including their clean room 

packing. As a well-known service 

provider, the company works to the 

highest quality standards for implant 

manufacturers from 22 countries. In 

1992, the coating of medical products 

was started on the 140 m2 rented pro-

duction site. In 2000, DOT purchased 

its fi rst independent production site 

of approx. 3,000 m2 of assembly area 

at the Nobelstrasse business park. 

With the current 4th construction pha-

se, which is to be completed by 2013, 

DOT will have an overall production 

area of approx. 8,000 m2. An anticipa-

ted 300 people will then work at the 

location in the Rostock Südstadt.

  
 „The Rostockers”

  
 Gustke Logistik

  
 DOT GmbH

Varied production range from top ingredients Environmental Transport Services Coating of hip implants



Would you like to invest in Rostock?

Take advantage of our services:

We accompany you from the fi rst information 

meetings through to concrete settlement and 

beyond. We support you in staff recruitment.

We undertake the arrangement of all permits 

as well as research for your ideal location. 

We act as a door-opener to authorities and 

banks. We arrange contact with research 

institutions, sales and cooperation partners. 

We involve your company in national and 

international networks.
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